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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN 

For  the  Year  1954 


To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 

The  Rural  District  of  Freebridge  Lynn. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information,  and  con- 
sideration, the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances of  the  District  during  the  year  1954. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  was  good. 

Apart  from  Measles,  there  were  no  epidemics  of  notifiable 
Infectious  diseases. 

The  Virus  ‘A’  type  of  Influenza  was  widespread  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  unlike  the  epidemic  of  1951,  it  was  not  reported 
to  be  a cause  of  mortality. 

In  September,  work  began  on  the  installation  of  the  Regional 
Water  Supply,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a start  will  be  made  on  the 
Castleacre  Scheme  in  1955. 

Consideration  might  be  given  to  the  provision  of  water  to 
Castle  Rising  to  replace  its  present  supply  of  River  water  of  un- 
reliable quality. 

I am  grateful  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council,  and  thank  the  Public  Health  Staff 
for  their  services. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Home  Population  (Registrar-General) 

1 1 .040 


Births. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Livebirths : 

Legitimate 

92 

88 

180 

Illegitimate 

5 

6 

11 

97 

94 

191 

Stillbirths : 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths. 

Deaths:  All  Ages  ....  ....  ....  80 

O 

Deaths:  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

44 

124 

Legitimate 

4 

— 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Deaths:  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 



— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths:  Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

2 

Maternal  .... 

— 

— 

— 

RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 

Births  .... 

19.03 

Births  (England  & Wales)  .... 

15.2 

Stillbirths 

20.5 

Stillbirths  (England  & Wales) 

24 

Deaths 

....  ... 

9.64 

Deaths  (England  & Wales) 

....  . . . . ... 

11.3 

Deaths,  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  Livebirths 

20.94 

Deaths,  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  Livebirths  (Eng- 

land  & Wales) 

....  ....  . . . 

26 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis 

....  ....  ... 

. .... 

0.09 

4 


Deaths,  Tuberculosis  (England  & Wales)  ....  ....  0.16 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  ....  ....  0.18 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  (England  & 

Wales)  " 0.369 

Deaths  from  Other  Forms  of  Cancer  ....  ....  ....  1.9 

Deaths  from  Other  Forms  of  Cancer  (England  & Wales)  1.66 
Maternal  Mortality  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  (England  & Wales)  ..  ....  ....  0.69 

The  population,  according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Returns, 
has  increased  by  730  (7  per  cent.)  since  1948. 

Births  were  191  compared  with  199  in  1953.  Except  in  1950 
(175  births)  the  annual  numbers  of  births  have  been  approximately 
190  a year  for  the  past  7 years.  Births  exceeded  deaths  by  67. 
Illegitimate  births  were  1 1 ; one  less  than  in  1953. 

The  4 Stillbirths  were  2 more  than  last  year,  and  the  highest 
figure  (except  1951  with  5)  for  the  past  7 years. 

96  (77  per  cent.)  of  the  total  deaths  (124)  were  those  of  persons 
from  65  years  of  age  upwards.  There  were  17  deaths  (approxi- 
mately 13  per  cent.)  between  the  ages  of  45  and  65  years. 

6 deaths  in  the  15  to  45  years  group,  and  5 Infant  deaths 
made  up  the  remainder  (10  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  were  the  leading  causes 
of  death,  being  responsible  for  65  deaths,  or  52  per  cent,  of  the 
total.  60  of  these  deaths  were  in  people  aged  65  years  and  over, 
4 between  45  and  65,  and  1 aged  40;  a case  of  Congenital  Heart 
Disease. 

Cancer  and  other  Tumours  caused  27  deaths;  21.7  per  cent, 
of  the  total.  Cancer  was  responsible  for  24  of  these  deaths. 

21  of  the  27  persons  affected  were  65  and  over;  5 between 
45  and  65,  and  1 aged  33. 

There  were  2 cases  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  1 at  65,  the  other 
at  51. 

Since  1948  the  Registrar-General’s  Returns  for  Cancer  and 
other  Growths  have  been: — 


Cancer  of 

Total 

Percentage  of 

Lung. 

Cancer , &c. 

of  Total  Deaths. 

1948  .... 

23 

17.7 

1949  .... 

— 

19 

13.8 

1950  .... 

nil 

14 

10.6 

1951  .... 

2 

18 

13.6 

1952  .... 

1 

18 

12.3 

1953  .... 

2 

28 

22.5 

1954  .... 

2 

27 

21.7 

0 


The  Returns  did  not  show  Cancer  of  the  Lung  as  a separate 
entry  until  1950. 

Excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  Diseases 
(Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia)  caused  9 deaths;  7.2  per  cent,  of  the 
total.  With  the  exception  of  an  infant  of  3 years,  all  were  aged 
persons. 

There  was  1 death,  at  35,  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
1 at  47,  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

There  were  2 Suicides,  and  1 death  from  the  effects  of  past 
Syphilitic  infection. 

There  was  no  Maternal  Mortality.  Effective  Midwifery 
Services  and  sound  Maternal  constitutions  have  made  the  absence 
of  Maternal  Mortality  a regular  feature. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  4,  one  less 
than  in  1953.  For  the  period  1948  to  1954  the  Annual  numbers 
of  deaths,  with  a steady  birth  rate,  have  been  7,  4,  2,  3,  9,  5 and  4, 
and  with  the  exception  of  1952,  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has 
been  below  that  of  the  average  for  the  whole  Country. 

The  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  were: — 

Atelactasis. 

Prematurity. 

Volvulus. 

Asphyxia. 

The  first  3 of  these  were  in  their  way  unavoidable,  the  latter 
should  have  been  preventable. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 
ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES 


Causes  of  Death.  Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis:  Respiratory  ....  ....  1 — * 1 

2.  Tuberculosis:  other  forms  ....  ....  ....  1 — 1 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 — 1 

4.  Diphtheria  .... 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .... 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  xAcute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ....  1 — 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm : Stomach  ....  ....  5 2 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Lung,  Bronchus  ....  2 — 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  : Breast  ....  ....  — 3 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Uterus  ....  ....  — — • 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  8 6 

15.  Leukaemia:  Aleukcemia  ....  ....  ....  — — • 

16.  Diabetes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — — 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ....  10  7 

18.  Coronary  Disease : Angina....  ....  ....  14  — - 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ....  ....  — — 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  ....  ....  ....  12  11 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  ....  ....  ....  4 2 

22.  Influenza  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — • — 

23.  Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 1 

24.  Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — • 4 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ....  — — — 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ....  2 — • 2 

27.  Gastritis:  Enteritis:  Diarrhoea  ....  ....  — — — 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ....  ....  ....  — — — 

29.  Llyperplasis  of  Prostate  ....  ....  ....  2 — - 2 

30.  Pregnancy:  Childbirth:  Abortion  ....  - — - — — 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  ....  ....  — 1 1 

32.  Other  Defined,  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ....  10  5 15 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ....  ....  ....  2 — 2 

34.  Ail  Other  Accidents  ....  ....  ....  2 1 3 

35.  Suicide  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 2 

36.  Homicide  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — • — — • 


1 

7 

2 

3 

14 


17 

14 

23 

6 

3 

4 


/ 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1954 


Infectious 

Disease. 

Under 

1 

1—5 

5—15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Measles 

2 

65 

95 

1 

6 

— 

— 

169 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

4 

15 

• — 

• — 

— 

19 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

3 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

N on  - P u 1m  onar  y 

3 

8 

10 

1 

■ 

— 

22 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

— 

— 

1 

* 

— 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis 

— 

■ — 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

Total 

5 

77 

125 

5 

8 

3 

223 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Excluding  Tuberculosis,  there  were  214  cases  of  Notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  reported  during  the  year  compared  with  96 
cases  in  1953. 

The  increase  was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  Measles:  169  cases. 
There  were  only  7 cases  of  Measles  the  previous  year. 

The  epidemic  started  in  May  with  outbreaks  in  North  Wootton 
(13  cases)  and  Castle  Rising  (22  cases).  These  were  followed  by 
other  outbreaks  in  Middleton  (51  cases),  Grimston  (24  cases) 
South  Wootton  (18  cases)  and  West  Winch  (14  cases).  There 
were  smaller  numbers  in  six  other  parishes. 

No  other  infectious  disease  except  Influenza  (which  is  not 
notifiable)  was  prominent. 

Whooping  Gough  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  relatively  incon- 
spicuous. 

There  was  only  one  hospital  admission  for  a notifiable  Infec- 
tious Disease.  A case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  admitted  to  the  Hard- 
wick Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

Influenza  appeared  in  late  November.  It  started  apparently 
among  school-children  and  became  epidemic,  eventually  spreading 
to  adults.  It  was  still  common  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Epistaxis 
(nose  bleeding)  often  copious,  was  a frequent  initial  symptom  of 
this  epidemic.  The  disease,  though  as  usual  prostrating,  and 
followed  by  debility,  was  apparently  free  from  serious  complica- 
tions, e.g .,  there  were  no  reported  cases  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 
nor  any  deaths  attributed  to  Influenza. 

Specimens  sent  to  the  Public  Plealth  Laboratory  showed  that 
the  epidemic  was  due  to  the  Virus  ‘A’  type  of  Influenza. 

The  following  schools,  because  of  the  extent  to  which  they 
were  affected,  were  closed  for  short  periods:  A.shwicken,  Gayton, 
Hillington  and  Great  Massingham. 
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Tuberculosis. 

There  were  12  cases  of  Tuberculosis  entered  in  the  Register 
compared  with  3 in  1953: — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  10 

Tuberculosis:  Other  Forms  ....  2 

12 

3 of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  come  from 
other  areas,  in  which  they  had  already  been  notified;  so  there 
were  actually  7 new  cases  reported  for  the  District,  an  increase 
of  6 over  the  previous  year. 

5 of  the  7 were  the  result  of  family  or  other  intimate  relation- 
ships with  existing  infections. 

3 cases  occurred  in  one  house.  A member  of  the  family 
visited  the  Mass  Miniature  X-Ray  Unit  during  its  stay  in  King’s 
Lynn,  and  was  found  to  have  Tuberculosis.  This  led  to  the 
discovery  of  the  other  2 cases  by  the  “ contact  ” examinations 
that,  as  a routine,  follow  the  identification  of  a case. 

During  its  last  visit  to  the  District,  in  1952,  the  X-Ray  Unit 
was  the  means  of  detecting  3 of  the  8 new  cases  reported  that 
year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  in  her  Case  Reports  stated 
that  the  Housing  conditions  of  all  cases  were  satisfactory. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  2 cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was,  in  both  cases,  designated  milk,  and  had  no  connection  with 
the  infections. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  served  the  District  in  2 places, 
being  at  King’s  Lynn  from  26th  January  till  1st  March,  and 
visiting  Great  Massingham  on  29th  January. 

Many  of  the  people  of  the  District  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  have  a Chest  X-Ray,  but  details  of  the  numbers 
were  not  available  for  King’s  Lynn  attendances. 

The  following  is  a Report  of  the  Unit’s  work  in  King’s  Lynn: — 


Number  of  Miniature  X-Ray  Examina- 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

tions  .... 

Number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  T.R. 
found : — 

4019 

3070 

7089 

(a)  Active  cases 

(b)  Cases  requiring  observation  at 

4 

4 

8 

Chest  Clinic  .... 

5 

6 

11 

(c)  Inactive  post-primary  lesions  .... 

2 

3 

5 

9 


Males  Females  Totals 


(d)  Previously  diagnosed  cases  ....  7 6 13 

Among  other  conditions  discovered  were: — 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  31 

Atypical  Pneumonia  ....  ....  1 

Bronchiectasis  ....  ....  ....  3 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis  ....  ....  ....  4 

Basal  Fibrosis  ....  ....  ....  42 

Pleural  Thickening  ....  ....  ....  3 

Pleural  Effusion  (non-Tuberculosis)  2 

Neurofibroma  ....  ....  ....  1 

Foreign  Bodies  ....  ....  ....  3 

Sarcoidosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dextrocardia  ....  ....  ....  3 

Diaphragm  — Eventration  Hernia  ...  2 

Cardiovascular  Lesions  — Acquired  17 


The  X-Ray  Unit  visited  Great  Massingham  on  29th  January, 
and  examined  217  persons;  106  males  and  111  females. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Active  Tuberculosis. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  record  of  the  King’s  Lynn  visit  that 
the  X-Ray  Unit  found  many  abnormal  Chest  conditions  as  well 
as  Tuberculosis.  Generally,  Chest  X-Rays  provide  the  earliest 
means  of  detecting  Chest  troubles,  and  the  earlier  they  are  found, 
the  better  the  prospect  of  cure. 

A visit  to  the  X-Ray  Unit  causes  little  inconvenience.  There 
is  little  undressing,  and  the  organisation  is  so  smooth  that  visitors 
are  in  and  out  of  the  Unit  within  a few  minutes. 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  since  1944  and  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 
31st  December,  1954: — 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  since  1944 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis:  Other  Forms. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1944 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

8 

1945 

2 

5 

7 

1 

3 

4 

1946 

6 

5 

11 

— 

1 

1 

1947 

4 

4 

8 

3 

3 

6 

1948 

4 

3 

7 

3 

3 

6 

1949 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

6 

1950 

4 

4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1951 

4 

3 

7 

1 

3 

4 

1952 

8 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

1953 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1954 

5 

5 

10* 

2 

— 

2 

* Includes  3 Transfers  from  other  areas, 
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Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms 

Totals 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

Males  . . . 

23 

25 

8 

8 

31 

33 

Females 

20 

25 

8 

6 

28 

31 

43 

50 

16 

14 

59 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination. 

Primary. 

Re -Vaccination. 

Under  5 years 

62  ’ 

1 

5 — 15  years 

— 

2 

15  years  and  over 

2 

7 

64 

10 

There  were  18  fewer  Vaccinations  compared  with  1953,  and 
30  less  than  1952. 

Not  more  than  one-third  of  infants  are  vaccinated  in  any 
year,  although  Vaccination  is  free  and  easily  arranged  with  the 
Family  Doctor.  There  is  no  cure  for  Smallpox,  as  there  is  now- 
adays for  other  diseases  that  used  to  carry  a heavy  mortality. 

Smallpox  still  carries  a 20  per  cent,  mortality,  as  it  did  in 
places  in  this  country  only  a few  years  ago,  while  those  lucky  to 
survive  do  so  with  ugly  disfigurements. 

Vaccination  gives  protection  over  a period  of  years,  and  is 


an  especially  safe  procedure  in 

early  infancy. 

Immunisation. 

Primary. 

Re - Vaccination. 

Under  5 years 

99 

8 

Over  5 years 

1 

51 

100 

59 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  is 
given  by  the  Family  Doctors,  and  County  Medical  Staff  at  Welfare 
Centres  and  Schools. 

Primary  Immunisation  numbered  the  same  as  in  1953,  and 
there  were  36  more  Reinforcing  Immunisations.  The  returns  fall 
short  of  those  of  1952,  when  there  were  173  Primary  and  238  Re- 
inforcing Immunisations.  However,  between  the  beginning  of 


11 


August  and  early  October,  there  was  a virtual  cessation  of  Im- 
munisation, as  a precautionary  measure  due  to  the  presence  of 
Poliomyelitis  in  neighbouring  Districts,  and  this  no  doubt  had  its 
effect  on  the  numbers  immunised. 

Still  there  is  no  doubt  that  year  after  year  many  parents 
neglect  their  parental  duty,  in  failing  to  have  their  children  pro- 
tected against  deadly  diseases  that  can  be  prevented  by  Vaccina- 
tion and  Immunisation. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

(a)  Tuberculosis  organisms  were  found  in  bulk  milk  samples 
from  two  herds.  In  each  case  a cow  was  discovered  to  be  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder.  The  animals  were  destroyed, 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  subsequent  milk  sampling 
showed  that  the  milk  was  no  longer  infected. 

Brucella  Abortus  Organisms  were  found  in  the  milk  of  another 
herd,  and  six  cows  were  identified  as  carriers. 

Restrictions  were  not  necessary  in  any  of  these  cases,  as  it  was 
the  practise  to  pasteurise  the  milk,  before  sale  to  the  public. 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1953,  made  it  compulsory  from 
1st  October,  1954,  to  use  overlapping  caps  on  containers  of  pasteur- 
ised milk. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

One  case  was  dealt  with  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  and  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951.  An 
aged  person,  aged  81  years,  who  had  been  bedridden  from  a fall 
on  2nd  January,  and  whose  home  conditions  were  considered 
unsatisfactory,  was  removed  on  the  7th  January,  probably  suffer- 
ing from  Pneumonia,  to  St.  James’  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

The  patient,  a woman,  died  there  on  10th  January. 

LEGISLATION 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  came  into  opera- 
tion on  30th  July.  It  required  Local  Authorities  to  submit  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  within  one  year  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Act,  their  proposals  for  dealing  with  the 
unfit  houses  in  their  Districts. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

A.  Major  Supplies. 

Water  supplies  from  the  Waterworks  of  the  Council  at  Harpley 
Dams,  and  Sandringham,  and  those  from  the  Waterworks  of  King’s 
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Lynn  Corporation,  and  the  Wisbech  Water  Board,  were  con- 
sistently — 

(a)  Satisfactory  in  quantity;  and 

(b)  Satisfactory  in  quality. 

1 . Harpley  Dams. 

Sample  taken  from  kitchen  sink  tap,  10th  August,  1954. 

Physical  Characteristics:  Very  slight  deposit.  Very  faintly 

turbid.  Odourless. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Chloride  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2.5 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline)  ....  ....  Absent 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  ....  ....  ....  0.004 

Nitrates  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.65 

Nitrites  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Absent 

Poisonous  Metals  ....  ....  ....  ....  Zinc  (a  trace) 

Total  Hardness  ....  ....  ....  ....  25.1 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  on  Agar  at  37°C.  — Nil. 
Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  on  Agar  at  21°C.  — Nil. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit. 

Mainly  mineral  matter. 

Inference. 

The  result  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate 
a fairly  hard  water  containing  very  little  organic  matter  and 
free  from  bacterial  contamination.  The  sample,  however, 
contains  a trace  of  Zinc,  probably  derived  from  galvanised 
pipes,  etc.,  conveying  the  supply. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water  is  safe  for  drinking  pur- 
poses. It  is  to  be  recommended,  however,  that  the  supply  in  view 
of  the  Zinc  contamination,  be  kept  under  observation. 

2.  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

3 other  samples  of  Harpley  Dams  water,  and  1 from  the 
Sandringham  Waterworks  were  sent  for  Bacteriological  Examina- 
tion only,  and  all  were  reported  to  be  Highly  Satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  from  the  King’s  Lynn  Waterworks  were 
taken  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department,  at  least  once  a 
month  and  have  been  consistently  satisfactory. 
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B.  Council  Housing  Estates. 

Supplies  from  Local  Bore- Wells.  Generally,  these  water 
supplies  have  been: — 

(a)  Satisfactory  in  quality; 

(b)  Satisfactory  in  quantity. 

12  samples  were  sent  for  Bacteriological  Examination,  and 
2 for  combined  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations.  In 
2 cases  the  water  was  stated  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory, 
but  subsequent  examinations  gave  satisfactory  results  for  both 
supplies. 

Complaints  were  received  about  the  turbidity  of  the  water 
from  the  Fox’s  Meadow  Bore-hole  Well  at  Castleacre. 

The  Analyst  reported  samples  of  the  water  to  be  safe  for 
drinking  purposes,  and  the  turbidity  to  be  due  to  the  precipitation 
of  iron  compounds,  and  recommended  the  removal  of  these.  The 
Fox’s  Meadow  Bore  will  be  the  source  of  the  new  Castleacre  Water 
Supply.  Sedimentation  in  a tank  improved  the  appearance  of 
another  Borehole  water  that  contained  iron,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  30,000  gallon  tank  that  will  be  part  of  the  Castleacre  Scheme 
will  have  the  same  effect. 

C.  Private  Estate  Supplies. 

The  Private  Estate  Supplies  to  Hillington  and  Castle  Rising 
are  derived  from  Springs  and  a River  respectively.  Neither  of 
these  supplies  can  be  depended  on  to  give  water  constantly  reliable 
in  quality,  as  the  reports  of  previous  years  indicate,  and  the  following 
results  illustrate: — 

1.  Sample  from  Standpipe,  24th  March,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 2. 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  Coli  per  100  mis.  — nil. 

This  sample  was  satisfactory. 

2.  Sample  from  same  Standpipe,  21st  September,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 250. 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  Coli  per  100  mis.  — 20. 

3.  Sample  from  same  Standpipe,  6th  October,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 25. 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  Coli  per  100  mis.  — 13. 

Numbers  2 and  3 showed  evidence  of  recent,  or  fairly 
recent  fecal  contamination. 

Users  of  these  water  supplies  are  advised  to  always  boil  their 
drinking  water  as  the  quality  can  never  be  depended  on. 
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D.  Wells. 

19  samples  of  Well  Water  were  sent  for  examination  of  their 
quality. 

5 were  reported  to  be  satisfactory,  the  remainder  contaminated 
in  various  degrees.  Some  samples  were: — 

1 . Well  — Gastleacre  — 13  th  January,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Goliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 250. 
Probable  number  of  Faecal  Goli  per  100  mis.  — 50. 

2.  Well  — Grimston  Pott  Row  — 13th  January,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 1 30. 
Probable  number  of  Faecal  Goli  per  100  mis.  — - 8. 

3.  Well  — North  Runcton  — 24th  February,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Organisms  per  1 00  mis.  — 

1,800 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  Goli  per  100  mis.  — - 900. 

This  was  a heavily  polluted  water. 

4.  Well  — Gay  ton  — 24th  April,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Goliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 

1,800 

Probable  number  of  Feecal  Coli  per  100  mis.  — 70. 

5.  Well  — West  Winch  — 18th  August,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Goliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 35. 
Probable  number  of  Faecal  Coli  per  100  mis.  — 9. 

6.  Well  — Gayton  — 25th  October,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Goliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 250. 
Probable  number  of  Faecal  Goli  per  100  mis.  — 250. 

Fleavy  contamination  with  Faecal  Organisms. 

7.  Well  — Middleton  — 1st  December,  1954: 

Probable  number  of  Goliform  Organisms  per  100  mis.  — 130. 
Probable  number  of  Faecal  Goli  per  100  mis.  — 130. 

Another  notably  contaminated  water. 

Wells  are  still  the  only  sources  of  water  supplies  available  for 
many  and  are  very  seldom: — • 

(a)  Satisfactory  in  quality:  or 

(b)  Satisfactory  in  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

The  installation  of  the  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme,  now 
in  progress,  by  providing  ample  pure  water  supplies,  will  put  an 
end  to  the  recurring  discomfort  of  water  shortage,  and  the  constant 
potential  danger  to  health  from  contaminated  water. 

Plurnbo- Solvency. 

The  waters  of  the  District  are  not  Plumbo-Solvent. 
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PIPE-BORNE  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Supplied  by 


Supplied  to  Properties 

Public  Standpipes 

Parish. 

No.  of 
Houses 

Approx. 

Population 

No.  of 

Houses 

Approx. 

Population 

Bawsey 

25 

96 

— 

— 

Castleacre 

66 

246 

— 

— 

Castle  Rising  ... 

25* 

75* 

46* 

138* 

Congham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flitcham 

12* 

48* 

9* 

36* 

Gayton 

56 

208 

— 

— 

Grimston 

63 

235 

— 

— 

Harpley 

93 

364 

— 

— 

Hillington 

* 

o 

120* 

22* 

65* 

Leziate 

77 

268 

20 

60 

Great  Massingliam 

214 

657 

— 

— 

Little  Massingliam 

47 

185 

— 

— 

Middleton 

109 

406 

— 

— 

Pentney 

32 

122 

— 

— 

Roy don 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

North  Runcton 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Sandringham  ... 

150 

450 

— 

— 

East  Walton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westacre 

8 

32 

— 

— 

East  Winch  ... 

30 

114 

— 

— 

West  Winch  ... 

102 

380 

— 

— 

North  Wootton 

92 

322 

— 

— 

South  Wootton 

238 

919 

— 

— 

Totals 

1479 

5247 

97 

299 

* 


Private  supplies  provided  by  the  Castle  Rising , Sandringham  and 
Hillington  Estates  respectively . 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of 

SURVEYOR  and  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  ending  1954 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1954. 

1 . INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 


follows : — 


No.  of 

Total  No 

Nature  of  Inspections. 

Visits. 

of  Visits. 

Public  Health  Act: 

Sanitary  Appliances 

11 

Drainage,  including  Ditches 

156 

Cesspools,  alterations,  &c. 

39 

Keeping  of  Animals 

5 

Dirty  or  Verminous  premises 

7 

Water  Supplies 

137 

Water  Samples 

49 

Sewerage  .... 

128 

Refuse  Tips 

65 

Building  Byelaws  .... 

679 

1276 

Food: 

Unsound  Food 

3 

Food  Premises  for  Byelaws,  &c 

14 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

8 

Slaughter  Houses  or  Knackers’  Yards  .... 

117 

— 

142 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Dairies  Inspections 

5 

Methods  of  Distribution  .... 

Samples 

2 

7 

Petroleum  Acts: 

Number  of  Applications,  Site  Inspections 

8 

8 

17 


Housing  : 


For  Repairs 

63 

For  Over-crowding,  or  Poor  Living  Con- 

ditions 

16 

Improvement  Grants 

22 

Council  Estates 

147 

248 

Moveable  Dwellings: 

Site  Inspections 

3 

Number  of  Dwellings  Inspected 

4 

Infectious  Diseases: 

Investigations 

18 

Disinfection  of  Premises  .... 

10 

Collection  of  Clothing 

— 

Collection  of  Specimens  .... 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

13 

— 

41 

Pests  Act: 

Supervisory  Inspections 

12 

— 

12 

Factories  Act: 

Factories  Visited  .... 

21 

— 

21 

1762 


2.  NOTICES. 

During  the  year  the  following  Notices  were  served: — 


Housing  Act,  1936: 

Preliminary  Notices  ....  ....  ....  9 

Statutory  Notices  ....  ....  ....  4 

Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Preliminary  Notices  ....  ....  ....  7 

Statutory  Notices  ....  ....  ....  1 

Total  ....  ....  21 


3.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Once  again,  the  water  supply  staff  has  been  fully  employed 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  Council’s  water  undertakings,  and  in 
carrying  out  water  connections  to  various  properties  in  the  District. 
Altogether,  35  private  water  supply  connections  were  made  to  the 
Council’s  mains.  Extensions  to  our  piped  water  supplies  have 
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been  carried  out  at  North  Wootton  and  Walcups  Lane,  Great 
Massingham. 

Acting  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Gommittee, 
the  Council  decided  to  increase  the  water  charges  for  domestic 
supplies  from  124%  to  15%  of  the  Net  Annual  Value  per  annum 
with  a minumum  charge  of  30/-,  and  also  to  increase  metered 
supply  charges  from  25/-  to  30/-  per  half-year. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a seven  days’  continuous 
pumping  test  was  applied  to  the  Council’s  6 in.  diameter  bore- 
well  at  Foxes  Meadow,  Gastleacre,  with  a view  to  utilising  this 
bore  as  a source  of  supply  for  the  proposed  village  scheme. 

Water  was  pumped  at  a rate  of  1,500  gallons  per  hour,  with 
the  pumping  level  remaining  static  at  180  ft.  below  ground  level, 
for  the  seven  days.  These  figures  appeared  to  be  satisfactory  to 
your  Water  Gommittee,  who  then  proceeded  to  purchase  the 
30,000  gallon  elevated  storage  tank  at  Little  Massingham,  from 
the  Air  Ministry,  with  a view  to  utilising  same  in  the  proposed 
scheme  for  Gastleacre. 

During  the  year,  the  Council’s  water  department  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  temporary  huts,  previously  occupied  at  Great 
Massingham,  to  a newly-erected  brick-built  depot  at  Gay  ton. 
Owing  to  the  increased  work  envisaged  on  completion  of  the 
main  Regional  Water  Scheme,  this  move  was  timely  and  most 
essential,  both  for  administrative  and  practical  purposes. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  approval  by  the 
Ministry  of  the  Council’s  Regional  Water  Scheme.  Work  was 
commenced  on  the  Scheme  on  27th  September,  1954,  and  good 
progress  continues  to  be  made  under  the  supervision  of  our  resident 
engineer,  especially  appointed  for  the  scheme. 

During  the  year,  49  water  samples  were  taken  throughout  the 
District;  this  shows  a decrease  on  the  previous  year,  as  now  samples 
for  well  water  cyanosis  are  no  longer  taken  by  our  staff. 

The  results  of  the  samples  are  as  follows: — 

For  Bacteriological  or  Chemical  Examination: 


Number  of  Samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory  ....  24 

Number  of  Samples  regarded  as  suspicious  ....  3 

Number  of  Samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  15 
Number  of  Samples  delayed  in  transit.  ....  2 

For  Well  Water  Cyanosis: 

Number  of  Samples  proved  safe  ...  1 

Number  of  Samples  proved  doubtful  ...  ....  2 

Number  of  Samples  proved  unsafe  ....  ....  2 

Total  number  of  Samples  ....  49 


]«) 


4.  HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  licensing  restrictions  were  considerably 
eased  by  increasing  the  ceiling  limit  from  £500  to  £1,000. 

This  did  not  ease  the  work  of  getting  repairs  done,  however, 
as  one  might  have  expected,  as  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  Notices  served;  no  Closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  conditions  attached  to  grants  made  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  were  relaxed  somewhat,  by  amendments  in  the  new 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  ] 954,  which  became  operative 
in  August,  1 954. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Act  offers  the  applicant  more  en- 
couragement and  incentive  to  save  and  modernise  properties,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council  received  6 applications 
for  grants,  which  were  all  held  over  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  new 
year. 

Under  the  Small  Dwellings  (Acquisition)  Acts,  11  applications 
for  loans  were  received,  of  which  7 applications  were  approved  and 
proceeded  with. 

During  the  year,  70  Council  dwellings  were  completed  and 
occupied,  with  a further  18  dwellings  under  construction. 

The  Council  negotiated  for  a further  2j  acres  at  Walcups 
Lane,  Great  Massingham,  where  it  is  hoped  to  erect  a further 
24  dwellings.  The  Council  also  hoped  to  purchase  4 acres  at 
North  Wootton,  but  negotiations  became  protracted,  pending  the 
result  of  an  appeal  by  the  owner  of  the  land. 

In  view  of  the  Ministry’s  instructions,  requesting  the  Council’s 
proposals  for  dealing  with  slum  clearance  within  the  next  five 
years,  the  question  of  procuring  more  land  for  re-development 
sites  must  now  be  given  serious  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Information  required  under  Article  31  of  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations , 1925: — 

1.  The  number  of  houses  that  on  inspection  were  con- 
sidered to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  20 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  ....  ....  12 

3.  The  number  of  Representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 

works,  or  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  . . Nil 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 
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5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit.  after 

the  service  of  formal  notices  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

6.  The  number  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made  Nil 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under- 

taking was  accepted  under  Sub-Section  3,  Section  1 1 
Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

8.  Number  of  houses  demolished  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


5.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  Council  adopted  the  new  Building  Byelaws  (Series  IV) 
on  the  19th  November,  1953,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  23rd  January,  1954,  and 
came  into  operation  on  the  22nd  February,  1954. 

During  1954,  a total  of  137  plans  were  approved,  and  8 refused 
under  the  above  Byelaws  and/or  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts.  All  refusals  were  temporary  only,  pending  a piped  water 
supply  being  available  in  the  locality  concerned. 

The  following  84  approvals  were  for  new  dwellings: — 


By  the  Council. 

Parish. 

Houses. 

Bungalows 

Great  Massingham 

16 

8 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Grimston 
Leziate 

Great  Massingham 
Middleton 
Pentney 
North  Runcton 
Westacre 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  Wootton  .... 

27  57 


3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 — 

1 

1 19 

1 

8 17 


It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  figures  that  although  the 
same  number  of  plans  were  approved  during  the  year  as  in  1953, 
a remarkable  coincidence,  the  number  for  new  dwellings  decreased. 
However,  25  plans  were  for  improvements  and/or  additions  to 
existing  properties,  and  die  remainder  were  for  miscellaneous  pur- 
poses, i.e .,  garages,  stores,  etc. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  1 1 9 new  dwellings  were  com- 
pleted, and  the  remaining  39  were  in  course  of  erection: — 


By  the  Council. 

Completed 

Being  Built 

Parish. 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Houses 

Bungalow 

Cast  lea  ere 

10 

4 

— 

— 

Gayton 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Crimston 

■ — 

— 

6 

— 

Great  Massinyham 

18 

8 

6 

6 

Middleton 

12 

6 

— 

— 

West  Winch  ... 

6 

48 

4 

22 

12 

6 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Bawsey 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Gayton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Grimston 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Leziate 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Great  Massinaham  ... 

...  — 

2 

— 

— 

Middleton 

— 

— 

— 

2 

North  Ituncton 

2 

— 

— 

— 

East  Winch  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

W7est  Winch  ... 

3 

6 

— 

2 

North  Wootton 

— 

— 

— 

1 

South  Wootton 

rj 

i 

04 

10 

55 

5 

17 

rj 

t 
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6.  CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL* 

Control  on  all  building  work  remained  in  force  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  but  was  withdrawn  in  November,  1954. 

A total  of  36  licences  were  dealt  with,  and  were  issued  as 
follows : — 


No.  of 

Value 

Licences 

£ 

New  Dwellings 

— 10  Houses 

8 

25,590 

New  Dwellings 

— 43  Bungalows 

26 

76,792 

Improvements  to  Dwellings.... 

2 

3,421 

£105,803 


7.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 


During  the  year  a number  of  extensions  to  sewers  were  carried 
out  at  those  Council  Estates  where  further  building  development 
took  place. 

In  conjunction  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department,  a survey  was  made  with  a view  to  piping  certain 
sewer  ditches,  when  certain  areas  in  Grimston  and  South  Wootton 
were  earmarked  as  priority  in  the  list  compiled. 

During  the  year,  and  after  much  negotiation,  the  Council 
succeeded  in  purchasing,  for  a very  nominal  sum,  the  large  sewage 
disposal  plant  at  Little  Massingham.  The  plant  was  put  to 
immediate  good  use,  by  dealing  with  the  effluent  from  two  new 
housing  sites  at  Great  Massingham;  furthermore,  the  plant  is  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  cope  with  the  drainage  of  both  the  Massingham 
villages,  should  the  Council,  at  some  further  date,  ever  consider  the 
laying  of  piped  sewerage  schemes  in  these  Parishes. 

During  the  year,  one  sewage  effluent  sample  was  submitted 
for  analysis. 

8.  SCAVENGING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection.  With  the  exception  of  Sandringham, 
which  has  a system  of  refuse  bays,  and  South  Wootton  which 
receives  a weekly  collection,  the  whole  of  the  District  was  served 
with  a fortnightly  collection  of  refuse. 

At  the  South  Wootton  refuse  tip,  the  Council  continued  to 
employ  a part-time  man,  for  purpose  of  tidying  and  dressing  the 
tip.  Owing  to  the  Urban  character  of  the  neighbourhood,  properly 
controlled  tipping  was  exercised,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
no  complaints  were  received  from  any  of  the  adjoining  houses. 

All  of  the  five  refuse  tips  used  by  the  Council  have  been  visited 
and  received  regular  treatment  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator, 
who  has  kept  the  sites  remarkably  free  of  rat  infestation. 

(b)  Pail  Emptying.  A weekly  collection  of  night  soil  was 
continued  to  be  made  in  the  parishes  of  Castleacre,  Harpley,  Little 
Massingham  and  Great  Massingham  only. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  this  Service  is  a charge  on 
the  General  Rate,  for  which  the  whole  District  contributes,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few.  An  extension  of  this  Service,  particularly  to 
some  of  our  other  larger  Parishes,  should  be  given  the  urgent 
consideration  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  approximately  32,000  pails  were  emptied  in 
the  four  Parishes  served. 
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(c)  Cesspools.  Throughout  the  year  a total  of  53  Council 
properties  (comprising  183  loads)  were  serviced,  and  262  private 
cesspools  (401  loads)  were  emptied,  for  which  service  £391/18/6 
was  collected. 

Last  year’s  figure,  which  was  a record,  of  the  number  of 
private  cesspools  emptied,  has  been  surpassed  this  year,  and  would 
have  been  even  higher  if  sufficient  plant  and  labour  had  been 
available.  An  additional  cesspool  emptier,  of  dual  purpose,  would 
eliminate  the  waiting-list  of  cesspools  requiring  emptying,  and 
could  also  be  employed  for  pail  emptying  in  many  of  our  larger 
villages,  as  before  mentioned,  which  are  still  without  the  benefit 
of  such  a service.  Of  course,  the  problem  of  obtaining  suitable 
labour  would  still  need  to  be  solved,  for  as  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  are  aware,  the  difficulties  encountered  in 
trying  to  maintain  our  usual  services,  have,  mainly  due  to  shortage 
of  labour,  been  a constant  problem  before  them. 

9.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

A considerable  decrease  occurred  in  the  number  of  visits  made 
in  connection  with  the  control  of  infectious  diseases,  the  details 


being  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Investigations  made  ....  ....  18 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  ....  10 

Number  of  Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  ....  13 

Total  ....  41 

10.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year  a few  visits  were  made,  at  the  request  of 
shopkeepers,  for  purpose  of  issuing  condemnation  certificates  for 
unsound  food  which  was  surrendered  voluntarily. 

The  principal  legislation  during  the  year  was  the  Slaughter- 
Houses  Act,  1954,  which  became  operative  in  July,  1954.  Through- 
out the  country  much  discussion  has  arisen  over  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  and  particularly  of  the  haste  with  which  it  was  foisted  upon 
Local  Authorities;  this  was  described  by  one  eminent  Peer,  during 
its  second  reading,  as  ‘‘panic  legislation.”  Briefly,  the  Act  has 
meant  the  complete  de-control  of  slaughtering,  and  made  the 
licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses  the  responsibility  of  Local 
Authorities.  The  Act  also  gives  to  Councils  the  power  of  closure 
of  private  slaughterhouses  where  public  slaughtering  facilities  are 
available.  The  Council,  against  the  advice  of  its  officers,  agreed 
to  licence  premises  as  slaughterhouses  at  Gayton  and  Grimston, 
but  did  refuse  an  application  for  slaughtering  premises  at  South 
Wootton. 

With  only  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  the 
work  entailed  in  meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  regularly, 
usually  twice  weekly,  and  for  the  information  of  members,  a Record 
covering  the  months  of  July  to  December  is  as  follows: — 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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1 1 .  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


There  were  one  large  and  two  moderately  large  licensed 
Caravan  Sites  in  the  District,  and  five  smaller  sites.  Three  visits 
to  sites  were  made  during  the  year,  and  four  dwellings  were  in- 
spected. No  action  was  required  on  these  occasions. 

12.  KNACKERS’  YARDS. 

There  are  two  licensed  Knackers’  premises  in  the  District. 
During  the  year  six  visits  were  made  to  these  premises. 

13.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  control  of  milk  production,  at  the  farms,  is  now  ad- 
ministered by  the  local  Agricultural  Executive  Committees, 
although  Local  Authority  is  consulted  regarding  the  water  supply 
and  drainage  of  such  premises.  In  connection  with  these  items, 
and  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Milk  Production  Officer,  five 
visits  were  made  to  milk  producing  farms  in  the  area.  The  licens- 
ing of  milk  bottling  establishments  and  also  of  milk  retailers,  how- 
ever, is  still  the  function  of  the  Local  Authority.  In  this  District 
there  is  one  bottling  establishment  and  nine  licensed  milk  retailers. 

14.  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Work  in  connection  with  this  Act  has  been  carried  out  very 
satisfactorily  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  Treatment  of  all  private 
domestic  properties  is  given,  free  of  cost,  but  a charge  is  made  in 
treatment  of  agricultural  and  industrial  premises. 

Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Select  Committee,  the  Council 
decided  to  increase  the  charge  from  5s.  6d.  to  7s.  fid.  per  hour. 


Below  is  given  a summary  of  the  work  done,  and  visits  made 
in  carrying  out  the  duties  as  entailed  in  the  Act: — 


Free. 

Premises 

Treated. 

Visits , Surveys 
and  Inspections. 

Council  Property 

29 

161 

Private  and  Council  Houses 

....  1610 

7942 

Chargeable. 

Business  Premises 

14 

57 

Farms 

29 

181 

Totals  ....  1682  8341 
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15.  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Sections  1 — 7 inclusive  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used, 
and  5 and  7 where  there  is  power,  are  administered  by  the  Council 
and  a Register  in  accordance  with  the  Act  has  to  be  kept.  As 
regards  this  Council,  the  year’s  records  are  as  follows: — 


Total  Number  of  Factories  and/or  Workshops  23 

Total  Number  of  Factories  with  Power  ....  20 

Total  Number  of  Factories  without  Power  ....  3 

Total  Number  of  Visits  made  ....  ....  21 


Minor  contraventions  of  the  Acts  were  dealt  with  by  verbal 
requests,  no  notices  being  required. 

16.  CONCLUSION. 

Members  will  see  from  the  Report  that  it  has  been  a year  of 
considerable  activity,  particularly  with  regard  to  building,  both 
Council  and  private. 

Altogether,  148  private  applications  were  dealt  with  under 
Building  Byelaws  and/or  Town  Planning  Acts,  of  which  137  plans 
received  approval. 

As  regards  the  Council’s  own  building  programme,  there  was 
a substantial  increase  in  the  figures  of  dwellings  completed;  the 
Council  built  70  new  dwellings,  as  compared  with  36  for  last  year. 

Although  the  Ministry  has  reduced  considerably  the  future 
allocation  of  traditional  houses,  one  understands  that  a special 
allocation  would  always  be  forthcoming  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  any  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister. 
With  this  in  mind,  it  behoves  the  Council  to  set  about  the  task  of 
obtaining  further  sites,  particularly  in  those  areas  earmarked  for 
the  slum  clearance  programme. 

I am  sure  the  Council  and  its  Officials  are  most  gratified  and 
relieved  that,  at  long  last,  we  are  now  embarked  in  carrying  out 
our  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

In  addition  to  this,  a supplementary  scheme  for  laying  spur 
or  subsidiary  mains  to  all  areas  not  covered  by  the  trunk  mains 
of  the  Regional  Scheme,  has  also  been  prepared,  and  has  since 
received  the  approval  of  the  County  Council. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
for  their  kindness,  the  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  of  Flealth  for  their 
most  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation,  and  would  not  wish  to 
conclude  without  a word  of  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and  great 
assistance  I have  received  from  all  the  Technical  Staff. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  WATKINS, 

Surveyor  & Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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